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Hold the warp chain at the front of the loom, pull the warp threads to give them even tension, 

and shake the warp vigorously. Provide some tension; this can be done with the help of 

another person, or, if warping alone, by wrapping groups of threads around the breast beam, 

or with books on the floor if the warp is long enough. But make sure that the groups of 

threads held together for tensioning are not too large, otherwise the threads will no longer be 

parallel to each other. The purple red warp shown below has appropriately small groups. 

 

 

 

The blue warp here 

has groups too large. 
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When threading make sure to take the 

threads in order at the cross, one thread 

per heddle. 

 

Avoid threading errors; using this method 

may help: 1) count the number of threads 

to be threaded; 2) isolate the needed 

heddles for a threading repeat; 3) thread 

them; you should come out even. If not, 

there was an error made in one of the 

steps. 

 

 

 

In the figure, we have four threads 

counted and four heddles isolated.  

 

Threading can begin. 

 

 

First thread is in the heddle. 
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Beating the Cloth Correctly 

 

We want our fabric to be drapeable, durable and appropriate for its end use. If we beat too 

much, the fabric may be too stiff, appropriate for a rug, but not for a wearable accessory. If 

we beat too little, the fabric will be too flimsy, sleazy and not sturdy enough for any use.  

 

If the weft is the same size as the warp, the number of shots per inch should be 

approximately the same as the number of ends per inch in the warp. Little squares of empty 

space should form at the intersection of warp and weft as shown here, at the yellow arrow tip, 

where two blue warp threads and two orange weft threads intersect forming the empty square 

of space. This leaves enough room for the warp and weft to full during the wet finishing 

process. 
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Glossary of Weaving Terms 
 

 

Back beam 
Part of the frame, gives the loom stability; it helps the warp travel from 

the warp beam to the working parts of the loom 

Beater 
In the front of the loom, it beats the weft placed into the shed to form the 

fabric; it houses the reed 

Bouts 

The groups of warp threads tied together at the front of the loom; 

because of this grouping, the warp must be spread before weaving can 

begin  

Castle It houses the shafts and the mechanism for moving them 

Cloth beam In the front of the loom, it holds the woven cloth rolled under tension  

Cloth rod 
At the end of the cords or apron attached to the cloth beam, it allows the 

warp to the tied to the front of loom 

Counterbalance 

loom 
A loom where the shaft are lowered to form the shed 

Countermarche 

loom 

A loom where the shed is formed by having some shafts lowered and the 

opposite shafts raised 

Dents 

The spacing in the reed, in slots per inch; thus a 12-dent reed will have 

12 slots to the inch where warp threads can be accommodated; more than 

one thread can be placed in a dent, and dents can be skipped, to arrive at 

the correct sett of the warp 

Dressing the 

loom 

Placing the warp onto the loom, threading, sleying and tying to the loom, 

thus making the warp ready for weaving 

End One warp thread 

EPI Ends per inch, i.e., warp threads per inch, spacing of the warp 

Front beam 
Part of the frame, gives the loom stability; it helps the cloth travel from 

the working parts of the loom to the cloth beam 


